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ir,

I have the honour LW eubmit We iomx%xvport in s
connegtion with the activities of We L.a/b.5.rlotilis 1n We

over Commend for the years lodl - 1944,

2 It i regretted that lbe records ¢o mot give much detalled
information before the beginuing of 1943, when e Flotilla acyuired
its full mumber of creft,

e All ereft vere commdssioned in 1541 end were allocated
primarily to Alr-lee-lepcue dutieos both in the Jover Coamand wix
elsevhere, A list of rescuse in tix Lover Command is chewm in
Ap‘ﬁ.!lnx I.

During the period prior W Ui errivel of e rest OF W
Tlotilla the sveilable crult were Ued/Uok's £3, D4y 31 ond &8, wdch
vere daged at Femepatle and were operated ty e ¥lag atiosy "
Tover,

'n addition to A=0=i dGuties U.ene Doats were cuployeo iun
aine=-pearching for suriace contucley SOCOTY, SUIWY & sueachllguv
trisls, ¢te, It is nolawol tiy at all Tour Doats Wi idLly wiployeu
tust off Dieppe Curiig Lie roid andd Wt e iW/bei's A Wb S5 Sach

rescued o Opitfire pilot,
It was at sbout thig Wae Lt AeiWieledd WO Dally 0L W W
eneny fighter as shé wab enterdirg harbour == W cotaaning viiics:

4A1led and others were WOUNGeG.

° At the be ‘74‘11.' o3 LS We 2 O L'O-t& OpL I e 1700 wWe SOy

yar for about pix weuks == DUl {n larch mMuwurieG W IGauAWw o

' o ‘ ..;75\-0 L';/ .aJ . 'l o L1 - y ¥ dch aac oo GOV L 20N b—-‘-w.

n the 11th April N A/ eHeda aerrived from W clyde and on wWe NG sty
4 s syrived from Lowestolte

' -
7lotilla wee now atl ite maxiaus strength and cousisiec o2




a, At the begdmdng of 1943 | oa Wk <% |
Tover, for abou weeks
Oan!"nenm-nu. oBe88 ,
LeAMB,N's 2B nd 23 errived from Lowestofte | 3 14
“Wn‘gb‘?:gn&u&%nﬁua?dmwm“nud I*
M BT te AsPoBe "lskeete 22ed Bat &

included in the cuty rote tille unt

the end of July efter a

S







epcorting at 4 knots for orty

reached at 0800,

9¢ The generel reliability of the crafl wus 00d o8 there were, witu [
rere un:guou. alveye at legst five out of boate available,
mrlor motice having been received of the Invasion Jxerciee 1o Sep el
1043, emoke floats had been obteined in uantity end ell Doats were
¢ ced to maximm evedlability, Accorcingly cight Loats weiv
svailable on the Jlst st and an averwge of 7,77 boats weire
available daily until Mth September,

Omoke was laid mu{hw cover the !leet mine=-sweepers on
Pth Septeuber, craft of the Flotillis were well in advence of waln
;hnlmionmoutomnmuwm&o. aaring e

4
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10, Shek Septesber 1943, Fou¥ boste, HeA/B.5's 3u(Level, B9y 3 & &
g C wele witn ote Iroa
o¥eSe "Vernon" esbarked, o inspect

mines reported in
gm’ ":,..'2%.4‘" '"uﬁ” .::uu-wm a.u.:“ﬁ:‘ st |
weo 3 . .
mmmﬂ. d 1l h.xl'o G5(DeJe) g3y 96 & I3 wesrched !
two other minaficlds, NeA/U.8,80 with wWe went W '
X 1Al to recover ¢ mins. wos unabls W A
Uris but towed in en obstyuctor for inspections

11th = 13th October 1943, The edvent of

fiat caln Wone
) enabled the of Im.l : Solbevesy
B8 B 3 ms vore detinitaly Gestrayes on p
po . n sdnes were derinitely Oug on tWe llit,

NeA/B, 020 "‘?}:“" N/ eBe83 on the Luth axd I tove wlise
vere Aestroyed on L doYe MeA/Uo5e 25 cocounted for mo less Wan
twenty one mines ( a world's record ¥ ) and NoA/Gelie 36 for Jv mimes on
tide One .

AT oweep wo caxrded out Ly boidLek's J0lceve)y W & o O
the 13th October when three mines were exploded) DO B0Ie Eins weIe
spotied 4in o very extensive search,

Jn the 1lth October one mine was cut, but not xploded by ah ek
of the 5th Flotills and wes secured by the “ Vermon * ape ste wo
vere wmberked in N A/l Jlledus They had previcusly wied W "laseo”
o wine with a sinker attached with the ides o1 mix’ it iu Tor
inspection, 7The cut mine wes secured wid wps lwken in wWu W hed/Cesewe

wvio moored it inshore of fouth Goodwin tuoy for lispecilon at bow Uoe




escorting at 4 knotg for

reached at 0800,

9, The generel reliability of the craft wes good as e were, wiih |1
rare tions, always at lesst five out of voate aveillsble
rlor motdce having been received of the Invasion xercise ia o6y Lually
1043, smoke floats had been obtained in antity end all Douts were
e ced to maximm eveilability, Accorcingly «ight Loats weiv
available on the 3lst st and an everwge of 7.77 boats were
available daily until Mth Geptesber,

fmoke was laid dally to cover the Fleetl mine-sweepere angd, oa
9th September, oreft of tie Flotills were well in edvenoe of s main
squadyong of ‘bo Invesion fleets W screen them with smoke, Aring we
wﬂw“atwowusmmdmrhwm |
straddled and others narrowly aisged m ca
Yo dumage or casualties welre .

TeMeSe"Vernon" eabarked, to inspect ww:::
@GX 1131, '!hmuo‘&pwn’lmtmum-nd ‘e
One mine wes spotted , w‘g‘ detonated Wy ohig Bl

Lot Dotoner 1068, Fhile NeA/G.B's 38(5eos)y3ly9k & 53 eserched
two other mineficlds, MeA/U.B,856 with e went W
G 113 0 recover ¢ mins. wos uneble W

i
'

11th « 13th October 1943, The edvent of flab celu o one

5 o5 ts 40 % .-‘:hd & J:u(‘odo).
- ’ endeavour explode ws o b
pogcgil. ur‘-tu sdnes were derimitely o-:u-:: on We liw,

Noh/BeBe 20 replaced N,/ B8 on e Lith emd ¢ uave winse
vere doptroyed on L GaYe MeA/U.5e 25 cocounted Ior mo less Wan
twenty one mines ( a wordd's record ¥ ) end M A/Lele26 for Jv mimes ob
thie O .

AT sweep woo ceyrTied OUt by Ledbel's Jolieve)y W & & on
the 13th October when three mines were exploded; no =ore minse wele
spotied in o very extensive search,

m the 1lth October one mine was cutl, but not W.s el hekse
of the 5th Flotille and wes secured by the " Vermon " spe sle wo
vere caberked in N A/l Jle8u. They had previcasly wied W “"laseo”

s sdne with a sinker attached with the idea o1 w\ixi it i Tor
insneotion, The cut =ine ves pecured and wps Wwken in tow Iy bet/Cesews

wio moored it instore of Fouth Goodwin buoy for iuspeciion at bow Uoe




the tollml! caye

ommancing . Officer of M.A/G.B a
Callichan, n.;:.v,n'," o ¢80, Lisutenant hoi.U,

was awarded the Listinguished Service Cross for
tide work and the Coxsweins of i.A/..B's 36 ol K-

M1Ag.Seaman G,1,] 8 and
A1Ag.Ceaman C:G: wmilliie e s
were awarded the Dietirguished Servige ledal,

1. Onthoov-nlworthozmucwbww. alter a sWenuocus
Cay on mine=search in £ w~ob/UeB's 33(Lev,) aid &l vere civerted

o antd l=boat patrol. F receipt of & plot and, when
m&auonw the Uenior Officer decided W stop
tor‘.

sound of

/0.,B's 28 Jy % end I3 waie
eground on the.Ooodwi! 108 ( MoA/U, 0,50 had lost contest wid made
hardour indepoerdently. A/CeBe Dt was ablesalter counsicersbls of iorte
end EXOL after ng & depth charye e an euditionsl kedge=enclor,
o‘;rg“ under NLOr LOVr, Lea/Uelleid bad t0 De abandoned; W

cers and crew beingy taken off the baloer life boat.

o cesusltics were sustained by either oraft inspite of the beavy
ssas now running,

HeA/84De25 was later salveged and t W hasagate ander
the orders of the Sendor Officer, k.A/t,.S.!lotills and the .
Officer of lgn,iug * ancamon”, A of e Tull report
Sendor Officer M A/5.0,Flotilla % Ylag cer Comnauding, Lover

i oy ull and other fixtures woIv dsed on
It {8 of interent that mary 1 ° e 7

Other cruft and that the main engines, Vedrive and suxiliary engine

were all gerviced end re~issued W boats and werv coupletely satisfact~

ory in spite of being under water for about & week in all,




L ) | 3 ¥ ] Ll ¥ Of 4 AL wiisib & G L e |
13. et under \..,\9-.‘1'1{.\;3’ over, e/ Uegllecl DG WO DO ALWICOLAG) W
fficers and crew beingy toaken off by the Nelmer life boat.
0 casualtics wore sustained by either craft inspite of the Leavy)
sous nov i ngte

r
. - . e VLS L.LL\: L(AL"‘. eQ L0 Ll‘u.‘\..'\. W L8 g+ LG )

the orders of the Sendor Officer, h.A/L.lN 0 lotille amd e Comuanclin

L08Y © PRSP A} Lagq) ANCAIINON e A COPY 01 W JUdd IOV @

endor Officer M, A/G.,2.01otilla W Flag Vifices

aen forvarded,

, It 18 of interent that mary ll and other Lixtures werv Jdsec on
OUWNET cruit and that Lhe main enginep, Vedrive and asuxdlisrxy eigliis
e all gerviced and re=issued W boats and

B ( L]
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IV Couplesiely Lallsiacw
te of Veing under water for about & week in all,
oA/E 125 wao paid off ae from Peohe 17th Jamuary lubid,
ihe subseqguent enquiry shewed no negligence on e part o1
the Commending Officer of either craft, but it wes suggestec Ut
they should have had no hesitation in esking ITor a feder 113

14, A regulsy smell duty cach month was eking o Geleve Al

engzineer t service the telephones atl We ihasee «sluwdy i1ois,

o ole"lTomymue Send” and HM.O."knock Jolm", Ids invelveo wlle

at each Tort and these were enlivened by watching preciulce siwols,

an ecucntional cinema ghow, instruclion in ladar \-.uu..’.;‘_ of odrcruit

or popeibly a visit o the well=e(uipped LaXCIroow:
Another job at which the JloUllls DOCLES SONORLLL &CLuL wp

tuoy servicing on behalf of irinity rouse, 1hde included Iivulng

laxye pas=cylinders and re-lightingh uoys wid elso We re=eulppliy

and madntenunce of twenty-cight navigationsl Buoys willh alr=leu=

esoue ladders, chain beckets and Firet Ald Doxes. +bere was oloo an

feSell Tloat which had to be examined and serviced perdodically.

ile Arother Valrus ciroraft wee cssioted Iy Ww Flotilla on vl
ALd | & when .-./’ . 9(5, v/ with iV L e e Al CORQEILY 9 WA

the aircraft, vhich ha been dommase in landins © e st W IveoJUs
3 3 8 il ".,, A l 5 ’l( w 4 We 4080 Aa i iy L W
OO ot on the wing to retain Wi ile wix Ww, e W Gusuges




the "Wulberries”, which were later w0 become owr beach=1edd barlouls

et Arromanche , ft. vap the Flotillia's pride that we details or

even the existence of the units at ne v
pab . G Ungenssd wuie never ciwvulged Ly ax

17, It was noteworthy that the hours at eea on /ief=i wid other
Autieo ;n early 1944 were over twice those of e ceme peri.d in
1043, The reason became obvious as D day epproached and =1 day
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smoke layirg olmost exclusively. 1he bours were long and, durdng
Jung, the weather wus freguen bad and svometises posiwdvely
dangerous to hanile smoke Tloate on wetl und heaving cecks, but in

June, July, August and Ceptember the Loats spent wp much as VS, Als,
101 and hoursg each at sea on an averagee Mea/,. 8,33 created a
record dn July in completing 107 hours at ses of whdch no lese tan

were engine hours and wes unscrviceable for only &y dqyoé‘ua.tch

was the average for the whole Flotilla ( 4f routine elipping
excluded) ,

19, The Tlotilla remained as cmoke ers to Channel convoys until
the enemy shore batteries had cll been silenced, except that
assistance was given to the fitidng of marker balloons W s mid~
Channel A=-0=] floats indicating the boundary Detwedn xmw.wmu.\
gone end gun zone in the battle of the Llying bombe. bet/Loli's were
then W be seen ot spoed with one or, cccesionelly, Wwo bulloons




AL O ADIGE OVer We Channe We Nea/Ceb's were reserved for
smoke layirg olmost exclusively, .‘nw bours were long and, durdng
June, the weather wus freguen bad and sometises posiwlvely
dangerocus to handle smoke Tloate on vet und heaving cecks, but in
.lhuuln, Jug. August and Geptember the bLoats epent ap much s Vs, s,
- -mh "mno:ch at sea on an aversge, M.A/L,5,33 created a

> letl 167 hour .
Nere Sneine oap g 407 hours at sea of whdch no lese than

end wes unserviceable for only & &y wudch
:;.: the ).vorego for the whole Flotdlla ( 4r mumu‘:.ﬁgpﬁ {»

19, The Tlotilla remained as cmoke ers W Channel convoys antil
the enexy shore batterdes had «ll been ;

need, except that
assistance was ﬁwn W the fitd
B ng of msuker balloons tw e mid~

D, The final job of note was the reversion W A==k cuaty for e
Alrborne expedition to Arnhem, on the 1l7th September and s Joug e
the landtinge contimued, On the 1Oth N,A/8.8.,3) reocued geven mon and
UeA/8,0,33regcued four men, cach deing the complets crew of e airciws
a-adid, Soven M, A/L.D's were enguged on seven days for an

everage Qu‘ct!on of 185 hours in all, though M.A/048,94 aid over
304 hours in all,

. The boats were inspected with a view w being pald off, on

the €th Ceptember, and it wes vith consideruble interesl Wat We

examining Officer, who had supervised their bullding, scw We good

condition of the {nuc and of the creft as o whole,




€ Lhanne W Nei/lebB's were e '
smoke laylry elmost exclusively. " The bours were long am&‘
“une, the weather was freguen bad and sometizes positwively
dangerous to handle smoke floate on vet und heaving cecks, but in
June, July, August and Geptember the boate spent ap much e oy 1lls,
W01 and hours each at sea on en AVEragee MeA/L, 0033 created a
record in July in completing 167 hours at sea of widch 1o lese then

¥ere engine hours and was unserviceable for only i &y widch
:;: e ).er.‘. for the whole Flotilla ( 4r mumwu.fﬁpﬁf; éﬂ

19, The Tlotilla remained oo cmoke ers o Channel convoys antll
the enexy shore batteries had ull been :
assistance was given to the fit
Charmel A=O=) te indica

be
“m&ug‘dthma,omm.w

L, The finsl job of note wos the reversion W A=S=k cuaty for uw
Alryborne expedition to Armhem, on the 1l7th Septeaber and ws Jong we
the landinge contimued, “n the 1Oth N,A/E,8,31 reocued seven men and
MeA/8,0,331¢acued four men, each dDeing the complets orew of Wse aircrwd
n-adi, Soven HoA/Leb's wore enguged on seven days for an

sverage durstion of 185 hours in ell, though H.A/0eb, 4 ald over
304 hours in all,

A, The boets were inspected with a view W bLeing pald off, on
the €th Teptember, and it was vilh considereble lnteivwel Wal We
examining Of'ficer, who bhad supervised their buillding, saw We good
condition of the fuua end of the cruft as & whole,




22, The last " eaployer " of the Flotdlls was Comuander ~ine=-
sweepers end Patrols, Dover, who had regularly used e eralt since
their Qnt arrival {n the &ou and, inds Job Wk WO oele W
within 3 & cable of Boul barbour and yetl none of W JioWllls
_hng. e pleaswre of entering ary of Wose French ports wided thyy
baC Decnm eo relatively close to in brved daylight on &0 maLy
occasiong vhile thaey were gtill German occupieds

e Three inspections of all boats of the Flotilla were mace
Two by Ceptédin of H N.0." '

'qg“' on or sbout let larch 1vdd and
st l”ut 1843,and one by Captain of H. k.6, " Ferweut " in
Nay ¢ Mach useful informetion and advice wes gained UWerely.
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$4, ' On the 15th October 1944, at MM Divine Service in

Ho.E." Fervent " and at the request of the Vicar of lumagate

(The Fevd, G, Bemmett) the Sendor Ufficer presented o pensl Irom

a cupboard in the Vardroom of F,A/U.5,84 on which were mounted

the vinge of those tan pilots successfully Iescued and Iour pieces

of black erepe representing those who bad dled before belng picked
out of the Channel. Amorget the forumer was S uadion Lesder

Gillam, D,F.C.and Barj AsF.C, (now Grogp Ceptain)e Fitwh e ponel

wos the Yhite Lneigm then in use end it is intended that bolh shall

be preserved, with a liet of L numes O Wose repscusd Wy botwa

M A/0.B, 98 end the rest of the Flotills, in the Victory Chapel in

St.Oeoryes Parish Church, lamsgute.

) The ¥lotilla paid off at :m&i"au amn :‘xrﬂ:: W ite owu
Of ficer crews to Poole, where il was a .
".1-'.59. . ;l:poh " acting on Dehalf of the )leg vrrieer %




22, The last " eaployer " of the Flotilla was Comuander wloe-
sweepers and Patroles, Dover, who had regulerly used the ereft sinee
their !‘{rﬂ. errival in the éonam. This JOb Wik WO oeles W
within 3 a ceble of Bou barbour and yel none of Wi Flowllls
hng the pleasure of entaring arny of W.ose French ports widel thy
bal becn oo relatively close to in brved daylight on &0 maiy
occasions vhile thay were gtill Germen occupied,

e Thoree inspections of all boats of the Jlotillie were made

Two by Ceptédn of HM.S.* “ on or sbout let darch 1Lwdd and
mwm.mmmcqwnan.u.s.'nmt-u
Vay ¢ Mach upeful informetion and advice wus gained Uerely.
Officers were detailed in momthly twrns o act as irelniig
Officers and a very full p: wes carTied Uarough bowh in
and at sea, It is thal Tew, if axy, flotiiles wy-
could produce as a or .
Officers end ratings; and the station of We flo “ o«
wvhole was an item of gon local intereste.
.wg.ww.um.m?umu

94 ' On the 15th October 1944, at XK Divine Service in

H.0." Farvent " and at the request of We Vicwr of lamagate

(The Fevd, G, Bemmett) the Senmior Ufficer pregented & pansl Ifrom

a cupboard in the Vardrooa of F,A/U.5,94 on which were mountec

e vings of those ten pilotes successfully rescued and Tour pieces

of black erepe representing those who had died before bedng picked
out of the Channel. Jdmonget the forwmer was L uadion Lesoer

G m. DFoCoand Baxg AV oCe (m Cm CQgW. “ith e M

wos the Vhite Lneigm then in use and it is intendec that both shall

be preserved, with a liet of e numes of Wose rescusd Wy both

N A/E.5,88 end the rest of the Flotills, in the Victory Chapel in
St.0eoryges Parish Churech, lamsgete.

25, The Ylotilla paid off nt‘uzeauammtgigmium
Of ficers and crews to Poole, where it was bhanded © s 1
He8, " Tadpole " acting on behalf of the ilag urrieer um:-:tbd

= = . r = _ _ [ .




b6 " Turnover " of ratings, if such & term may bDe used W
indicate those who passed throug oue boat iu a given peried,

mm';;godﬂmouu-mm nt of views Mo/ oelled we
S.mor } 0‘!‘.0 m" for g po . . e daow

instunce carrie T e
less than forty-three nases ¢d a crew o ny ut no

of those epending iour y8 OF Lore
aboard were recorded in eighteen monmg.. - -
M,

28 "O?Oxn??&wg‘ww“ at XM Divine Service in
s¥ele u request of the Vicar of lamsgate
(The Revd, G, Bemnett) the Semior Ufficer presented o pensl from

& cupboard in the Wardroom of k,A/S5.B,94 on which were mounted
e wings of thoee ten pilots successfully rescued and four pieces
of Black erepe representing those who had died before bedng picked
ggoutofthomumd. imonget the former wmas L uadion Leader
11-. DeFCoand Par AFCy (nOW m el . ¥ith the panel
the Vhite Lnsign in upe and it is intended tiat both shall

oyt o)y 33,38, 3l selling on Wwe Llst volWoer
' * Most of the Officers and erews were granted foreign service
leave and there gcems t0 Le a vy good chance st ol Ue
chlﬂnmwmwomrqdnuounrs o1

I have the honour to bey, Uir,

Your obedient soervant,

7// a- &
WY 77 e
('—oco!'om:."{x.o{_
L4 el tenan woeVaie
laul;/ :o‘:ilor Uﬂ'icl-r. ’Mo.b»-oﬂbouo}“m'

pover Comzands
The Commanding Officer
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NAVAL AWARDS
OPERATIONS IN SICILY AND
ITALY
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